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Oxford County: 2020
KEY COUNTY INDICATORS OF CHILD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

Maine KIDS COUNT, a project of the Maine Children’s Alliance, has been part of the national KIDS COUNT network, funded 
by the Annie E. Casey Foundation (AECF), since 1994. KIDS COUNT puts together in a user-friendly internet platform the 
most recent, reliable data available on the well-being of children in Maine and in the nation. 

From the hundreds of available indicators in the areas of health, education, and social and economic status on KIDS 
COUNT, the selected indicators in this County Profile are among those with county-level information, where it is clear 
which direction we want the indicator to go. By understanding the data and making informed policy decisions in response, 
we can help ensure children and families in Maine have the best opportunity to thrive. 

Each County Profile includes a summary of the county’s strengths and challenges, some demographics, and then the 
14 indicators of child health and well-being for the current year, previous year and in comparison to the state rate. The 
County Profiles offer insight into how policies and practices in Maine are working and where there are opportunities for 
improvement.

Areas of Strength
Oxford County has the fifth highest percentage 

of child care sites that are high quality. The rate 

of children in public preschool is also well above 

the state average and is improving. In Oxford, 

the rate of 4th graders reading proficiently 

increased by ten percentage points. High school 

graduation rates also improved. Communities 

that have quality education programs for all 

ages help children reach their full potential.

Opportunities for Growth
Oxford County is one of two counties in Maine 

where more than one in four children live in 

poverty. All children deserve to live in families 

that have resources to meet their basic needs. 

Oxford also has the second highest rate of 

teens not in school and not working. Young 

adults thrive when they have access to higher 

education and employment that pays a living 

wage.

Oxford County is a rural, inland county with the  fifth largest child 
population in the state at 10,600 children.

INDICATOR	  STATE RANK

Children in poverty	 15

Teens not in school and not working	 15

INDICATOR	  STATE RANK

High quality child care sites	 5

https://mainechildrensalliance.org/
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data#ME/2/0/char/0
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HEALTH Current 
number

Current  
rate

Previous 
rate

Better or 
Worse?

State  
rate

Children under age 19 without health insurance, 2018  612 5.7% 5.1% 5.7%

Prenatal care in first trimester, 2018  473 90.3% 89.0%  89.1%

Immunization rate, ages 24-35 months, 2019  233 72.4% 75.8% 69.8%

Children in foster care, 12/31/19, (rate per 1,000) 125 11.8 6.7 8.6

Substantiated child abuse victims, CY 2018, (rate per 1,000) 209 19.7 14.3 18.2 

Maine Children’s Alliance | 2020 County Data Profiles | mekids.org

To learn more about the measure, click on the link to the KIDS COUNT Data Center or other source.
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DEMOGRAPHICS Oxford Maine

Children under age 5, 2018  2,613  64,282 

Children ages 5 -17, 2018  8,018  185,823 

Children ages 0 -17, 2018  10,631  250,105 

Children in poverty, 2018  2,674  35,961 

Births, 2018  473  12,299 

Children ages 0 -18 participating in MaineCare, SFY 2019  6,327 118,137

Children receiving SNAP, Dec 2019     3,396   57,955

School children eligible for free and reduced meals, 
2019-2020

 5,099 82,073

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC Current 
number

Current  
rate

Previous 
rate

Better or 
Worse?

State  
rate

Child poverty, 2018  2,674 26.3% 20.2%  14.8%

Median household income, 2018 N/A $44,243 $50,367   $55,579

Teens not in school and not working, 2014-2018 200 7.3% 3.6%  3.5%

Unemployment, Dec 2019 (not seasonally adjusted) N/A 3.4% 4.5%  2.9%

All parents in workforce, children under 6, 2018  2,126 67.7% 66.4%  71.1%

EDUCATION Current 
number

Current  
rate

Previous 
rate

Better or 
Worse?

State  
rate

Four-year-olds in public preschool, 2019 -2020 325 61.2% 60.1%  47.0%

High school graduation rate, 2019  637 85.5% 84.5% 87.4%

4th grade reading meets or exceeds proficiency, MEA, 2018-
2019

 282 50.7% 40.7%  56.2%

High quality child care sites (QRIS 3 or 4), Dec 2019 11 17.5% 12.3% 13.9%

 = Better,        = Worse,       = No change (defined as less than 1% change.)

https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/8437-children-under-age-19-without-health-insurance?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/871,870,573,869,36,868,867,133,38,35/any/17058,17059
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/1577-prenatal-care-began-in-the-first-trimester?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/true/37,871,35/any/3361
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/10741-immunization-rate-ages-24--35-months-2017-2019?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/1729,871/any/20571
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/10548-2016-2019-children-in-foster-care-by-county-of-removal?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/true/1729,37/any/20302
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/10679-2017-2019-substantiated-child-abuse-and-or-neglect-victims-by-county?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/1729,37,871/any/20479
https://mainechildrensalliance.org/
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/5237-children-by-age-group-2000-2007-2012-2018?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/37,871,870,573,869,36,868,18,17,16/136,353,355/11717
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/5237-children-by-age-group-2000-2007-2012-2018?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/37,871,870,573,869,36,868,18,17,16/136,353,355/11717
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/5237-children-by-age-group-2000-2007-2012-2018?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/37,871,870,573,869,36,868,18,17,16/136,353,355/11717
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/1562-children-in-poverty-2005-2018?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/37,871,870,573,869,36,868,867,133,38/any/11725,3331
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/10369-births-by-county?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/37,871,870,573,869,36,868,867,133,38/any/20032
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/7323-children-participating-in-mainecare-by-age-group-2010--2019?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/true/1729,37/3542/14390
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/1565-snap-benefits-for-children-2003-2019?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/true/1729,37/any/12827
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/1566-school-children-eligible-for-subsidized-school-lunch?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/true/574,1729/any/12834
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/1566-school-children-eligible-for-subsidized-school-lunch?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/true/574,1729/any/12834
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/1562-children-in-poverty-2005-2018?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/true/37,871/any/11725
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/1568-median-household-income?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/true/37,871/any/any
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/10747-teens-ages-16-to-19-not-attending-school-and-not-working-by-county-5-yr-acs?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/37,871/any/20582
https://www.maine.gov/labor/cwri/laus.html
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/7317-children-under-age-6-with-all-available-parents-in-work-force?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/true/37,871/any/14380
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/5081-public-preschool-enrollment?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/1729,37,871,870,573,869,36,868,867,133/any/11508
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/9881-county-graduation-rates-weighted-2014-2018?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/37,871,870,573,869/any/19199,19198
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/10704-fourth-grade-reading-based-on-maine-educational-assessments-mea-scores?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/1729,37,871,870/any/20519,20520
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/10704-fourth-grade-reading-based-on-maine-educational-assessments-mea-scores?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/1729,37,871,870/any/20519,20520
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/10714-high-quality-child-care-qris-at-level-3-or-4-by-county-and-type-2018-2019?loc=21&loct=5#detailed/5/3284-3299/false/1729,37/6838,6839,6840/20532,20533
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